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Wallace Landscaping
Narrative Request for outdoor sales variance at 31 River St.
Cortland, NY
A request has been filed to allow outdoor sales in a General Industrial area on River Street in
Cortland. The subject property is located at 31 River St. The business I intend to operate is a garden
center/nursery in the common meaning.
It is zoned general industrial and is surrounded by a general regional business designation.
In order for a special permit to be issued the subject property needs to meet the criteria in City of
Cortland Code section 300-4.
“outdoor Sales” Includes uses which sell, rent or display merchandise or equipment
predominantly outside of an enclosed building. Such uses do not include the storage of inoperative
vehicles or equipment, or other materials typically associated with a junkyard or salvage yard. “
The City of Cortland codes does not define garden centers or nurseries that I have found, but
provides some clarity in Section 300-2 common meanings- “Except where specifically defined herein, all
words used in this zoning chapter shall carry their customary meanings.”
I can find no definition for garden center or nursery so I will include the common meaning to describe
the intended business operations.
Garden Center/nursery means a retail business whose principal activity is the selling of plants,
flowers, shrubbery, containerized trees, bulbs, mulches, soils, and other horticultural and floricultural
products that are maintained, but not propagated, on the site, but specifically does not permit the sale
of medical marijuana. The sale of other nursery accessories, including but not limited to potting soil,
hardware, hoes, rakes, shovels, sheds, birdbaths, lawn ornaments, pavers, backyard patio setups and
other garden tools ,supplies, and services, and other items needed for a customer or its agent to plant,
landscape or otherwise achieve lawn and yard beauty, and quiet enjoyment of their property.
I will keep typical garden center /nursery hours according to the 4 seasons, spring and summer will be
longer days, fall and winter may be much shorter or closed for the season.
I will have equipment on the premise to maintain inventory, and property and safely load
purchased items into vehicles. I will not be having junk cars or a salvage operation.

